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Where have all the sisters gone?
Dwindling enrollment causes administration to analyze number of returning students
by Nadiyah R. Bradshaw 
Staff Writer
Have you wondered 
where the young lady who 
sat next to you in Physics or 
ADW has gone? She has 
probably returned home, 
and is now enrolled in a 
local college or university.
Why you may ask? That 
question, like many others 
regarding dwindling enroll­
ment here at Spelman is,
"the $64,000 question," 
says the Provost, Dr. Glenda 
Price.
Spelman typically 
loses 40 students through­
out the year. This school 
year of 1996-1997, the col­
lege has lost exactly 204 
students. In the fall semester there 
were 1804 enrolled students. In 
the spring, 1655 remained.
Many reasons have been 
speculated for the decline of en­
rollment. One student from 
Brooklyn, New York contends that 
the unprofessional manner of 
Spelman's administration averted 
her from returning, "Financial aid 
has lost every document I ever 
gave them. It came to the point 
where I received no money from 
Spelman and I had no choice but 
to go home to a local university."
Other students, such as 
Janeen Gore of Cleveland, Ohio, 
felt a financial burden, "It costs so 
much. I had a part time job in 
which I worked for 6 days a week. 
I was too tired to go to class, so I 
decided to go back home and make
The absence of a large number of returning students is obvious on the campus.
Photo by Maisha Wynn
things easier on me and my fam­
ily."
Questions have been raised 
about the effects of the enrollment 
decline on Spelman financially. 
It is rumored that the situation has 
created a one million dollar short­
fall in the budget, which will re­
sult in a raise of tuition for the 97- 
98 school year.
Provost Dr. Glenda Price 
addressed the concern of tuition 
being raised to compensate for 
Spelman's financial loss, "No, tu­
ition will not be raised, but the 
budget will be cut to accommo­
date any loses. When you have 
fewer students, you have fewer 
expenses. Part time faculty will 
be cut back to bring down incre­
mental cost."
Dr, Price also gave her view­
point on the reasons for the de­
cline, "It is not clear to us 
whether or not its 100% finan­
cial. We know some of it is 
money. But we (administra­
tion) think there are probably 
some other factors involved as 
well. We are trying to tease out 
the pieces of this. How much is 
simply the level of satisfaction 
with the environment? How 
much of it is academic? How 
much of it is personal? How 
much of it is the fact that stu­
dents come to Spelman in many 
instances not really understand­
ing who the institution is?"
At this point, a major con­
cern is what, if anything is 
Spelman planning to do to stop 
dwindling enrollment. It has 
been speculated that perhaps 
admissions will accept more 
students to repair the ailing bud-
get. Also some students wonder if 
Spelman will adhere to the needs 
of all of her students. Dr. Price 
disclosed the future plan to rem­
edy the problem, "We are trying 
to better prepare students on the 
front end, out of the admissions 
and recruitment process. We will 
tell students about the Spelman 
environment to prepare them to 
come. Focus groups and student 
advisory committees will be 
implemented to point out exactly 
what Spelman women want."
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SGA UPDATE
by Camberlee Ford 
Contributing Writer
The Student Government Association is un­
derway for the 1997 Spring semester. President 
Ardenia Johnson filled us in on some of the up­
coming events planned and sponsored by the SGA.
•Student Government Association meetings are 
held every week on Monday nights at 7:30. If you 
would like further information, stop by the SGA 
office in Lower Manley.
•In an effort to improve our college, members of 
the SGA will serve on a committee targeted towards 
making changes in the post office, Bursar's office, 
and the Financial Aid department.
•In addition to the activities scheduled for the 
month of February, the SGA is also working on the 
sponsorship of a student scholarship.
• In March, Ms. Spelman and her court will hold 
a forum, in conjunction with the SGA, to discuss the 
academic and intellectual climate of Spelman Col­
lege. The focal point of the forum will be the 
implementation of an honor code here at Spelman.
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PAC attends national 
UNCF conference
Miss UNCF, Shana Word
by Allison C. Taite
Voices
Among the many clubs and 
organizations on Spelman's cam­
pus, the Pre-Alumnae Council 
may one of the most active. The 
purpose of the organization is to 
raise money for the United Negro 
College Fund by soliciting funds 
from students, alumnae, busi­
nesses, families and friends. Pro­
ceeds are donated to the National 
Alumni/National Pre-Alumni 
Council at its annual national con­
vention.
This month, with the aid of 
SAFAC funds, Spelman's PAC 
sent eight of its members and two 
sponsors to attend The College 
Fund/UNCF 1997 National 
Alumni Council/National Pre- 
Alumni Council Conference in 
Miami, Florida. The students 
participated in various work­
shops that dealt with black self- 
employment and the effects of 
alumni unpaid loans on the finan­
cial status of HBCU undergradu­
ate institutions. The group also 
attended many banquets. Most 
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glish major from Smyrna, Geor­
gia. The title of Miss UNCF is 
awarded to the PAC member who 
individually raises the most money 
towards UNCF. As a result, Shana 
represented Spelman at the Na­
tional UNCF pageant this year. 
Miss Word accepted the honor of 
fourth runner-up to The National 
Miss UNCF.
For the first time in Spelman's 
history of participation in NPAC, 
Spelman donated the fifth-high- 
est amount of money per capita of 
students among the 40 UNCF 
HBCU's. The school's donation 
was $30,000. Students' efforts 
contributed $1,400.
The PAC has had quite an 
active year, thus far. It conducted 
a successful membership drive at 
the beginning of the Fall semes­
ter. PAC has also conducted vari­
ous fund-raising activities, such 
as pizza and doughnut sales and 
penny drives. In addition, the 
PAC's community service activi­
ties include: participation in AIDS 
Walk Atlanta, Spelman's Hal­
loween Carnival for area youth, 
and Spelman's Thanksgiving tur-
Financial Aid 
Ranks #1
by Charity Lewis 
Staff' Writer
The Financial Aid Office 
headed students’ list when asked 
which of ten offices on campus 
has given them the hardest time 
and the worst attitudes. Finan­
cial Aid was number one for 27 
percent of the 155 students asked 
the question.
Director of Financial Aid 
Vera Brooks says she finds it 
difficult to understand why stu­
dents say that they have a hard 
time in Financial Aid because the 
staff has worked so hard. Stress­
ing the fact that she just arrived in 
September, Ms. Brooks admits 
that there have been some awful 
problems in the office this year. 
“All I did was try to clean up 
when I came in,” she says.
Ms. Brooks explains that 
although initially there was a loss 
of staff members, the office is 
almost fully staffed again. Fur­
ther, she says that students are 
saying that the new staff is an 
improvement. Junior Tameeka 
Wright agrees. She says that she 
sees new faces in the office who 
are making things better.
Ms. Wright points out the 
efforts Standrine Francis, the 
administrative assistant makes to 
create a more inviting atmo­
sphere. She greets students with 
personal comments like, “Hey 
sweetie! What can I do for you?” 
This kind of personal attention 
and courtesy seems to comfort 
students.
key drive. PAC has also hosted 
events for Spelman Alumnae. In 
addition, the PAC sent three rep­
resentatives to its Central Re­
gional Conference, held at Miles 
College in Birmingham, Alabama 
last November.
The PAC enjoyed represent­
ing Spelman at the UNCF na-
Nevertheless, some first 
year students this year did not 
receive such a good first impres­
sion of the department. Aisha 
Henderson says, “They had lost 
all of my paperwork when I got 
here, and I had to readmit every­
thing.”
Although Ms. Brooks is 
very hesitant to blame students 
for the problems that they have, 
she suggests that they just fol­
low up a little better. “Some 
students never came into the of­
fice during the fall semester, she 
says.
“I feel that Financial Aid 
has a lot of problems themselves, 
and to deal with the problems of 
others, they do a good job,” says 
Erika Tarver, another first year 
student. Taking into consider­
ation that they are understaffed 
and are always receiving atti­
tude from disgruntled parents 
and students, Ms. Tarver thinks, 
“their ‘attitude’ is expected.”
Now is the time to apply for 
financial aid for the Fall semes­
ter, Ms. Brooks advises. Stu­
dents should use their tax re­
turns and correct information to 
fill out the applications. This 
has been a problem in the past. 
Adherence to deadlines and stu­
dents doing “what they are sup­
posed to do” also affect students’ 
financial aid awards. Even Ms. 
Brooks admits, though, “Finan­
cial Aid is strange. There is a 
shared responsibility; a need to 
communicate better.”
tional conference by contributing 
ideas for future fund-raisers, and 
by gaining insight for more effec­
tive future fund-raising. The 
PAC thanks all students, spon­
sors, faculty, and administration 
for contributing to the organiza­
tion and helping make it the suc­
cess that it has been so far.
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Fall Semester Grades Disappear
by Adriana M. Spikes
Staff Writer
Most first-year students were 
eager for the arrival of their fall 
semester grades over winter break. 
Perhaps they even stood by their 
mailboxes, waiting... and wait­
ing... and waiting. The grades 
never came. For some Spelman- 
ites this was probably a blessing. 
But for others it was necessary to 
have their grades for spring regis­
tration. Students whose scholar­
ships, etc. depended on the grades 
they earned were even more anx­
ious to receive their grade reports.
Paula Harmon was told that
her grades would come to her par­
ents' home sometime during the 
break. She was surprised when 
they never arrived. Ms. Harmon 
says that although she could an­
ticipate what grades she had 
earned for each class, she did not 
actually see her grades in print 
until she opened her registration 
packet after returning to Spelman 
in January. When she asked 
someone in the registrar's office 
for an explanation, she was told 
that the situation must have been 
a "fluke" that only happened to 
her. After speaking with several 
other students in her residence 
hall, however, Ms. Harmon found
that she was not the only one 
missing her grades. A large num­
ber of other students also saw 
their grades for the first time at 
registration.
Dr. Fred Buddy, Registrar, 
made this statement regarding the 
issue, "I saw every piece of mail 
go through the meter. From there, 
Mr. Anderson and I took them to 
the main Post Office. I don't 
know what happened." Dr. Buddy 
also said that he and the other 
workers in the office worked from 
Saturday to Monday in order to 
process the grades. He says they 
took the grades to the Spelman 
College Post Office on December
23, but "we have no control over it 
after it is placed in the mail."
First year students were not 
the only ones to encounter the 
problems with their grade reports. 
Some upperclass students received 
late or incorrect grades. Tasha 
Deen, a senior, says a failing grade 
appeared on her transcript for a 
class she was not enrolled in for 
fall semester. The registrar's of­
fice explained that she recorded 
incorrect course numbers during 
registration. Like Ms. Harmon, 
however, Ms. Deen also says that 
she knows several people who 
experienced the same, or similar 
problems with grade reports.
Breaking Ground in Science, Technology
Plans for building the Spelman College Science Center are fully underway
by Adriana M. Spikes
Staff Writer
Plans for building the 
Spelman College Science Cen­
ter are fully underway. Accord­
ing to Arthur Clement, from the 
architectural firm Clement and 
Wynn, the Science Center “will 
be larger in size and scope than 
the Cosby building.“
Fundamental sketches of 
the building are being developed, 
a task that will take a year to 
complete. Construction is tenta­
tively scheduled to begin during 
the spring or summer of 1998
Construction site for the proposed science buildint;.
Photo by Nakia Clements
and is slated to be finished by the 
year 2001. The architectural and 
design team plans to renovate 
Tapley and the Academic Com­
puter Center, erect a new struc­
ture, and then attach the three 
buildings. Tapley South will be 
moved and the gate at Spelman 
Lane will be reopened for easier 
access to the center.
Funding for the project will 
come from the efforts of President 
Cole’s campaign, which raised 
$113.8 million for the project. 
Says Etta Falconer, Associate Pro­
vost of Science Programs and
Policy, “Without Dr 
Cole, we wouldn’t be 
looking forward to 








munity are excited 
about this new develop­
ment. Glenda Price, Pro 
vost, revealed that the goal for
the center is “to provide the kind 
of facility that the students of 
Spelman College deserve and have 
looked forward to. We as a col­
lege acknowledge the value and 
role that science and technology 
will play in our lives as we move 
to the twenty-first century.”
In order to keep communica­
tion lines open between students, 
faculty, and the design team,
Project Shepherd was created. It 
is a task force to be headed by 
Dr. Sylvia Bowsman to 
ensure that the needs, 
hopes, and desires 









contain space for 
sciences, mathemat­
ics, environmental
studies, and introductory 
engineering courses. It will 
also house instructional and 
research laboratories, classrooms, 
study areas, and offices. Accord­
ing to the project’s facilitators, 
“The center will reflect a sensitiv­
ity to the needs and learning styles 
of African American women, em­
phasize research and research 
training as a core part of the cur­
riculum, and provide a natural 
conduit for interdisciplinary col­
laboration and interaction.”
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Coretta Scott King Opens Spring 
Convocation Series
ence to recognize that now is a 
time full of opportunities for young 
people and black women to bring 
about change. Technology has 
made the difference. Information 
is easily attained, and with infor­
mation comes power. She asked, 
“how will we use [technology] to 
make this a better world?” There 
may be many answers to such a 
question. Ultimately, everyone 
has the power to make social 
change, she said.
Ms. King explained that be­
ing a leader means many things. 
Most of all, leadership means 
motivating through positive ac­
tions and not only through words. 
She said that we must “purify our­
selves from apathy, prejudice, and 
selfishness,” and at the same time 
“stand up for the dignity of all.” 
Whether a sung or unsung hero or 
“shero,” leadership is important. 
Thus, “[lead] so well that you 
inspire others to join your cause,” 
improving the world as a whole as 
well as the lives of the people in it.
Former Spelman College and Morehouse College 
Professors Cited for Alex W. Dealer Award
by Kim Johnson 
Staff Writer
On January 16 the Spring 
1997 semester opened with a con-
vocation which addressed the is­
sues of leadership and preparing 
leaders for the next millennium. 
The speaker, Coretta Scott King, 
introduced the Spelman commu­
nity to this 
topic. Her 
message was 
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Coretta Scott King prepares to address the Spelman student 
body.
Photo by Maisha Wynn
Americans need “courageous and 
intelligent” leadership in order to 
be successful in their struggles.
Ms. King described her hus­
band as a “man of action” and 
stated that only a person of action 
can make significant changes in 
the world. She explained that not 
everyone has to be a great leader, 
but everyone should try to be her 
“best self.” Everyone should try 
to make positive changes. By 
“serving humanity and God,” as 
Dr. King once said, one can be 
empowered and reach a state of 
wholeness. Ms. King also used 
her husband’s theory of the “Drum 
Major Instinct” as an illustration. 
This instinct is the inborn desire 
to be a frontline leader. Even 
those with the Drum Major In­
stinct, however, must understand 
that “the greatest among you shall 
be your servant. All can be great 
because all can serve .... All that 
you need is a heart full of grace 




The Atlanta Historical Soci­
ety has awarded Maceo Crenshaw 
Dailey Jr., Ph.D., the 1996 Alex 
W. Bealer Award for his article, 
"Neither 'Uncle Tom' Nor 
'Accommodationist': Booker T. 
Washington, Emmett Jay Scott, 
and Constructionalism," pub­
lished in the Winter 1995 issue of 
Atlanta History: A Journal of 
Georgia and the South. The award 
is given biennially for the best 
article on a non-Atlanta topic pub­
lished in Atlanta History within 
the past two years.
Sandra Dailey, wife of 
Maceo Dailey and Margaret 
Washington Clifford, grand­
daughter of Booker T. Washing­
ton, accepted the 
award on behalf of 
Dr. Dailey from Rob­
ert M. Varn, Atlanta 
Historical Board of 
Trustees chairman, at 
the Society's annual 
meeting.
Dr. Dailey is di­
rector of African 
American studies at 
the University of 
Texas, El Pasa, 
where he is also an 
associate professor in 
the history depart­
ment. His past teach­
ing experiences in­
cludes appointments at Smith Col­
lege, Brown University, Spelman 
College, Morehouse College, and
(L to R) Sandra Dailey, wife of Maceo Dailey. Robert M. Varn. chairman of the Atlanta 
Historical Board of Trustees and Margaret Washington Clifford, granddaughter of Booker T. 
Washington.
Howard University, where Dailey 
earned his doctorate degree. He is 
currently completing The Booker
Photo By William F. Hull
T. Washington Encyclopedia and 
a biography on Emmett Jay Scott.
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Lekishia R. Moffett: Student 
Trustee and Student of the Month
Ay Crystal Slade
Co-editor
A whole page could be spent 
listing the activities in which 
Lekishia Moffet is involved. Ex­
ecutive director for the Gospel 
Theatre Ensemble, a resident as­
sistant in Howard- Harreld, a 
member of the Health Careers 
Club, and of the honors program 
are but a few of the activities on 
Moffett's resumé. Moffett was 
chosen as this issues student of 
the month, however, for her dedi­
cation in serving as Spelman's stu­
dent trustee.
Lekishia Moffett's dedication 
to serving Spelman began her first 
year as she served as the President 
for the Class of 1999. When asked 
why she decided to forgo the po­
sition this year in what would be­
come a successful attempt at the 
student trustee position she com­
mented, "Last year, I was able to
interact with Celeste, who was the 
one who held the position before 
me. She was my inspiration in 
pursuing the appointment." 
Moffett also commented that, "I 
knew it was going to take some­
one who could interact with the 
students. There were plenty of 
qualified individuals at Spelman, 
however, 1 felt that I would be 
able to do a good job."
Moffett emphasized that as 
Student Trustee she carries alls of 
the duties and responsibilities of a 
College trustee. Also, as outlined 
in the student handbook, "The 
Student Trustee position is not an 
SSGA officer and the Student 
Trustee does not represent the 
SSGA on the Board of Trustees. 
In fact, the Student Trustee is not 
permitted to hold an SSGA office 
during her term as trustee. The 
reason for this is to avoid any 
confusion of roles." As a trustee 
she is to act in the best interests of
the institution not nec­
essarily the students.
Moffett commented 
that, "Usually what is 
in the best interest for 
the institution is also in
the best interest for the stu­
dent. When these roles dif­
fer, however, it is 
sometimes difficult to 
keep the difference of 
roles in mind.
So far, her posi­
tion on the Board of 
Trustees has kept her 
schedule full. From 
serving on two com­
mittees within the 
board (Student Af­
fairs and Community 
Service), planning for 
the forums she hopes to hold, pub­
lishing a memo to the student body, 
and sponsoring a reception for 
students. Lekishia has stayed busy. 









should be available to the students 
she has requested that any ques­
tions or concerns be directed to 
her at (404) 893-3668.





4 - 7 pm
Atlanta Apparel Mart 
250 Spring Street 
Fashion Theatre 
15th floor
Campus Visit at Vanderbilt University School of 
Nursing 
Nashville, TN
Always wanted to experience the Land Down Under??
Here’s an opportunity to explore your options to study or travel In 
Australia. Representatives from study abroad programs and student 
travel organizations will be present to answer your questions.
Interested in becoming a nurse practitioner or nurse midwife?
Dean Colleen Conway-Welch cordially invites you to visit the 
School of Nursing at Vanderbilt University to explore Career 
Opportunities in Advanced Practice Nursing on Friday, March 7, 
1997. The program will be held in teh Nursing Annex of 
Godchaux Hall from 9:30 am-4:00 pm. To receive an invitation 
please call the Admissions Office at 615-322-3800 or email your 
name and address to: vusn-admissions@mcmail.vanderbilt.edu
• free refreshments
• video presentations
• gift and prize givaways
Registered participants will 
be eligible for a raffle. Prizes 
Include one FREE round-trip 
ticket (excluding taxes) from 
Los Angeles to Sydney from 
Qantas Airways.
Council
Travel I Lxt/UVTHSTHE AUSTKALIAN AJFOJNE
If you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate to 
contact the AEO at:
1-300-245-2575
if if©?-, «m*hÍKJa» «W
, 'T«Ws»
ailcaitipusso® is sponsored by this newspaper 
as a special service to our readers!
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Arts & Entertainment




Metro: Directed by Thomas 
Carter for Touchstone, this movie 
stars Eddie Murphy as Scott 
Roper, an ace hostage negotiator 
dealing with a psychotic killer 
while breaking in a new partner. 
Now playing at area theatres.
Star Wars:Special Edition: 
The Star Wars Trilogy is re-re-
World War I. It is based on 
Kurowsky's recently discovered 
diaries. Now playing.
February
Dangerous Ground: Ice 
Cube and Elizabeth Hurley star in 
this film about a South African 
exile (Cube) who is summoned 
home to bury his father after liv­
ing in the U.S. for 12 years. He
Pochenko (Timothy Dalton), the 
dictator of the formerly commu­
nist, eastern European nation of 
Slovetzia. Now playing.
The Pest: John Leguizamo 
("To Wong Foo...") stars as a Mi­
ami con man whose wit allows 
him to assume whatever person­
ality will save his skin, no matter 
who might be offended in the pro­
cess. The comedy is set in Miami's 
colorful South Beach district. Ex­
honest man of him - now he can't 
lie to save his life. March 21.
love jones: This sexy roman­
tic comedy is set among the over­
educated and under-employed in 
downtown Chicago. The film stars 
Larenz Tate, Nia Long, Lisa 
Nicole Carson ("Devil in a Blue 
Dress"), Isaiah Washington ("Get 
on the Bus"), and Bill Bellamy. It 
captures the rhythms of a modern 
courtship as two young lovers
John Leguizamo stars as Vargas in the upcoming 
movie “The Pest”
Photo by Chip Simons
J (Will Smith) and K (Tommy Lee Jones) are the “Men in Black”
Photo by Melinda Sue Gordon
leased after 20 years with digital 
sound and new scenes. George 
Lucas has added computer-gen­
erated special effects to make the 
film better than ever. "Star Wars" 
will be in theatres January 31, 
"The Empire Strikes Back" on 
February 21, and "Return of the 
Jedi" on March 7.
In Love and War: Sandra 
Bullock and Chris O'Donnell star 
in this presentation of the real-life 
love story of Ernest Hemingway 
and Agnes von Kurowsky. The 
film is set in summer 1918, during
returns home to find a new South 
Africa, still racially afflicted but 
now infested with crime and drugs. 
Joined by his brother's girlfriend 
(Hurley), he explores the under­
world of South Africa as it has 
never been seen before. The film 
is directed by South African film­
maker Darrell Roodt ("Sarafina"). 
Now playing.
Beautician and the Beast:
This romantic comedy stars Fran 
Drescher ("The Nanny") as Joy 
Miller, a New York City beauti­
cian who falls in love with Boris
pected to be realeased February 7.
Dante's Peak: Pierce 
Bronson stars as a volcanologist 
who must evacuate the citizens of 
a small Pacific Northwest town 
threatened by a volcanic eruption. 
The film also features Linda 
Hamilton. Now playing.
Spring
Liar Liar: In this comedy 
directed by the director of "The 
Nutty Professor," Jim Carrey stars 
as Fletcher Reed, a natural born 
liar. One day his son makes an
struggle with an undeniable "love 
jones." March 26.
Summer:
Rosewood: In 1923, a black 
town in Florida was burned down 
to the ground, its inhabitants mur­
dered because of a lie. Some 
escaped and survived because of 
the courage and compassion of a 
few extraordinary people. This 
film, directed by John Singleton, 
is for those people. June.
Boogie Nights: In this film 
distributed by New Line Cinema,
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Mark Wahlberg plays a nightclub 
employee who is recruited into 
the porn industry. The movie also 
features Don Cheadle ("Devil in a 
Blue Dress"). June 6.
Men in Black: Based on a 
1934 version of the movie, this 
sci-fi comedy features Will Smith 
and Tommy Lee Jones as alien- 
fighters. May 21.
Batman and Robin: Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, George Clooney 
("E.R."), Uma Thurman, and Ali­
cia Silverstone star in this fourth 
installment of the Batman series.
Gone Fishin': Di stributed by 
Buena Vista Pictures, Danny 
Glover and Joe Pesci star in this 
film, which is based on the new 
Walter Mosley book.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb. 19-23 The National Black Touring Circuit’s “Zora Neale Hurston” at 7 Stages. Call 404-523-7647 for information 
and tickets.
Through Feb. 26 Black Holocaust Exhibit at State Capitol. 404-752-6125.
Through Mar. 16 “Hamlet” at Shakespeare Tavern. 404-874-5299.
Through Mar. 6 Theater Emory presents “The Renaissance Repertory,” featuring “Hamlet and Ophelia,” “The Tempest,” 
and “White Devil.” 404-727-5050.
Through Mar. 16 “Latina Arts Invitational Exhibit” at Agnes Scott College Dalton Gallery, Dana Fine Arts Building. 
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sun 2pm-4:30pm.











She’s Come Undone 2.
Toni Braxton
Wannabe
2. Master P Presents . . .
West Coast Bad Boyz II
3.
Wally Lamb







The English Patient 4.
En Vogue
I Believe I Can Fly






Can’t Nobody Hold Me
(Platinum)





Puff Daddy feat. Mase
Aaliyah, Blackground 
(Gold)
Tami Hoag 6. I Believe in You and Me 5. Dru Hill7. The Horse Whisperer Whitney Houston Dru Hill, Island
8.
Nicholas Evans 7. Nobody 6. Another Level
The Final Judgment Keith Sweat feat. Athena Cage Blackstreet, InterscopeRichard North Patterson 8. You Were Meant for Me (Platinum)9. Snow Falling on Cedars Jewel 7. Secrets
10.
David Gutterson 9. Every Time I Close My Eyes Toni Braxton, LaFaceFive Days in Paris Babyface (Platinum)Danielle Steel 10. No Diggity 8. Ill Na Na




Lil’ Kim, Undeas (Gold)
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Black History on the World Wide Web
by Erica Edwards 
Arts & Entertainment
Frustrated with the dirth of 
black sites on the World Wide 
Web? Here’s a refreshing com­
pilation of websites that cel­
ebrate black history and culture.
Black Historical Facts
Springfield Race Riot of 
1908. Gain insight on this riot, 
one of the most vivid examples 
of race and labor related mob 
violence in black history, http:/ 
/tqd.advanced.org/2986/
Browse “Blackfacts” for 
information about lesser known 
African American historical fig­





caust. Enter this photo album for 
stunning images of lynch mobs 
and burned corpses. This site is 
complete with warning screens to 




Quiz yourself with Detroit 
News’ African American His­
tory Test. You might be sur­




African American Web 
Connection: Includes a number 
of links to black history and culure. 
www.aawc.com
African American Mosaic^




Lest We Forget: Historical 
database that includes a listing of 
genealogical organizations ancf 
historical research centers!
Www.coax.net
Upenn’s African Studies 
Department: Includes a anno| 
tated list of Africa weblinks.
www.sas.upenn.edul
African_Studies/Home_Page
Universal Black Pages: Fo-S 
cusing on black culture, this site 
can lead you to other relevant 




American, the most widely cir­
culated newspaper in the D.C. 
Metro area, takes you on a cyber­
tour of its archives with its “Black 
History Museum.’’
www.afroam.org
African American Male, a
scholarly publication dedicated to 
commentaries regarding current 
issues affecting black males, in­
cludes research abstracts that in­




Eruptions of Funk Online 
Magazine features articles about 
global and national news, busi­
ness and money, science and tech­
nology, and art. www.efunk.com
The budding debut of Baduizm
by Stephanie Scott
Fashion Expressions
It has been one month since 
my friend Kathy, my brother
David, and I gaTnr'fl entrance into 
the Ying Yang Café for Baduizm''s 
private listening party. The dimly 
lit jazz spot was stretching be­




Black Women by Jessie Carney 
Smith (Visible Ink, $18.95).
This ambitious work cel­
ebrates 71 black women and their 
achievements. The book is unique 
because it reaches beyond the 
range of most such compilations, 
which tend to restrict themselves 
to the lives of the rich, black, and 
famous. Some of the featured 
women are singer Anita Baker, 
activist Septima Clark, and cor­
porate success Linda Johnson 
Rice. The book, including the 
foreword from Camille Olivia 
Hanks Cosby, is a critical refer­
ence work.
FICTION: Children of the 
Night: The Best Short Stories by 
Black Writers, 1967 to Present, 
edited and introduced by Gloria 
Naylor (Black Bay/Little, Brown, 
$14.95).
This volume is complete with 
works by notable authors such as 
Maya Angelou, James Baldwin, 
Ralph Ellison, and Alice Walker, 
and a wealth of other exemplary 
writers. Intended to serve as a 
companion to Langston Hughes’ s 
compilation of the best black fic­
tion written from 1889-1967, the 
anthology also features new voices 
such as Shay Youngblood, which 
prevent the work from being an­
other “who’s who” piece of the 
genre. The book is divided into 
four themes: “Remembering,” 
“Affirming,” “Revealing the Self 
Divided,” and “Moving On.”
Yeah, we had invitations, but so 
did the rest of the two hundred 
people who had remained outside 
of the café. Now Badu’s album 
has been released and it is strong!
Baduizm, Erykah Badu’s 
debut album, is a sultry mix of 
spiritual and romantic songs that 
wakes up styles of music that we 
grew up with. Badu, who com­
posed all of the album’s songs 
(with the exception of “4 Leaf 
Clover”), worked with a myriad 
of artist to create the album. Art­
ists such as the Philidelphia-based 
hip-hop group The Roots and D’ 
Angelo’s ex-manager Kedar 
Massenburg helped to add some 
different spices to the production 
of the album.
“Pick your afro daddy ‘cause 
it’s flat on one side, what are you 
waiting on?” sings Erykah on her 
track entitled “Afro.” This style is 
the basis for most of the skepti­
cism that is muttered at the men­
tion of Badu’s name. People just 
do not understand. For those who 
wonder if what she is saying is 
real, look into her almond-shaped 
eyes for the truth. If you search
hard enough, you will find the 
womanhood that this 26-year-old 
Texan emits from her pores.
Badu sings of survival and 
loyalty to her man in “Otherside 
of the Game.” This song, inspired 
by Mumia Abu Jamal and the hus­
tlers, tells the tale of a woman who 
is caught up in an awkward situa­
tion with her drug-dealing boy­
friend. It makes you wonder what 
to do when you are in love with 
someone that puts you in a com­
promising position.
Badu has been compared to 
Billie Holiday because of her sexy 
voice and has been coined “the 
female Maxwell or D’Angelo.” 
She is neither. Erykah Badu is a 
woman and a singer with a unique 
style. In the days of Lil’ Kim’s 
and Foxy Brown’s disillusioned 
views of womanhood and black­
ness, it is necessary to see this 
kind of true representation. How 
do you show your love? Buy the 
CD, tape, or wax album; go see 
her perform. Ms. Badu says that 
“it’s just an eruption of blessings.” 
Open yourself up and prepare 
yourself to receive Baduizm.
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Questions: "What do you feet about the O.J. Simpson civil trial verdict? Do you feel the verdict would he different had the jury been 
African American?"
"I’m surprised they found him guilty, because of the 
verdict of the first trial. I don’t respect O.J. because 
of how he was in the trial. He lied about beating his 
wife. Lots of evidence came out in this trial. In the 
first trial, there was lots of reasonable doubt. I think 
he had something to do with it.”
-ErickaHall, Sophomore. Los Angeles. CA
"I don’t think it was fair, it wasn’t a representative 
group. It’s obvious the Goldman family wanted 
money. I don’t think he had a fair chance.”
-Natalie Houston, Sophomore.
Louisville. KY
"I think the only reason he was convicted was 
because there was one minority on the jury. The 
verdict was very obvious. This is just another 
example that race affects everything in this country.”
-Asha Brown. Junior, Camden, NJ
“I honestly don't care, but I think in 
general that white people have been able to 
get away with things that they have done 
for years. I don’t see how any monetary 
value could be placed on your child’s 
life.”
-Ayanna Jackson, Sophomore, 
East Orange, NJ
“I don’t think it’s fair. I don’t feel that 
the black community has tried to 
embrace him, but he wanted to 
assimilate into the white society so 
badly. It’s very ironic that the white 
community that he wanted to be with, 
accused him of murdering a white 
woman.”
-Ayana Corbin, Junior, 
Boston, MA
“I don’t think there 
should have been a civil 
trial. Once he was 
acquitted the first time, 
he should not have been 
tried again. I don’t 
know if the black juror 
who was dismissed 
would have made a 
difference or not. There 
was no way he should 
have been held 
accountable for their 
deaths.”
“Most people would agree that if you’re 
black, then you would side with O.J., but 
people not are looking beyond his color. 
Only four people know the truth: O.J., 
Nicole, Ron, and God. All the money in 
the world is not going to bring them 
back.”




“I don’t care. It’s a mockery of 
justice. They've made it into a 
medui circus.”
-Nyasa Laymon, Junior, 
Holliston, MA
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I am writing this letter to each of you on behalf of the Spelman 
Student Senate. I'm sure you'be seen the fliers asking each chartered 
organization on campus to have a representative present. If you are a 
member of such a club or organization, please check with your president 
or group leader to ensure that you are represented. Any member of the 
club may act as senator at the meetings, which are held once a month, with 
special sessions as needed. Group responsibilities, activities, and eligi­
bility for SAFAC funds are continuously updated and discussed in these 
meetings.
The Senate was inactive as a body last school year, and many of you 
are unaware of our presence and our purpose. We are, as the name 
suggests, the legislative student body of Spelman College. Working 
closely with the Vice President for Student Affairs, Dr. Johnetta Cross 
Brazzell and the Director for Student Activities, Ms. Vicki Williams, we 
serve as the students' direct liason to administrative policy. During the 
1994-95 school year, such issues were addressed as modification of the 
visitation policy and equipping the campus to accommodate the physi­
cally challenged. The former discussion was tabled due to logistics of
implementation, but the latter resulted in alterations such as ramps, handrails, and alternate access provisions.
We are back in operation, and with new officers: Diane Rushemeza, Secretary; Lesley Williams. Treasurer; and 
Ingrid Rogers, Parliamentarian; looking forward to both an empowering semester, and laying the foundation for an 
even more active senate next year.
I have been reading your complaints and concerns in the Spelman Spotlight: academic building and dormitory 
maintenance concerns, parking deck expenses, school health insurance, the cafeteria, the housing contract, phone 
registration, the plus-minus system, aspects of graduation, etc. It distresses me that we have adopted the attitude that 
our current situation islaw, inflexible and unchallengeable. Many of the procedures are in place because no one has 
formally suggested anything different or better to administration. This is where you enter the picture.
By operating through, the clubs and organizations, we expect that the Spelman community tradition of 
involvement guarantees a representative showing at the senate meetings. The sessions, however, are by no means 
closed to individuals of the community with seperate, special concerns. I hope to hear from each of you, because it 
would be a shame to allow the incredible potential of this student catalyst to remain untapped simply due to the 
frustrating apathy that threatens to consume our power of reformation.
Yours in Sisterhood,
Chandra A. Henry





'■ . ' ''
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Do you have a voice that you want to be heard? 
Submit your opinions and letters to the editor to:
The Spelman Spotlight 
350 Spelman Lane 
Campus Box #1234
Atlanta, GA 30314
______I I : A' il------------------------------—--------------------
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AIDS and African American women
An opinion piece on the 
roles of Black Women 
in the fight against AIDS
by Carla Stokes
Contributing Writer
Sisters, please listen. We are in dan­
ger. If you think we're not, you're living a lie.. 
As African American women, we must real­
ize that HIV/AIDS is
the number one killer 
of African Americans 
aged 20-44. African 
American women are 
disporportionately rep­
resented among people 
with AIDS, and we do 
not live as long as our 
white or male counter­
parts once infected.
While substantial re­
search investigates the impact of HIV/AIDS 
on the population as a whole, there is a short­
age of information that examines this issue as 
it relates to African American women specifi­
cally.
AIDS Cases Among Georgia Women
Because HIV/AIDS is transmitted by 
behavior which can be modified, the most ef­
fective tool in prevention is educational pro­
grams that influence behavior. However, ef­
fective programs are scarce. Thus, high pri­
ority must be given to developing culturally 
appropriate messages relevant for HIV/AIDS 
prevention among African Americans. I urge 
you to become a part of this endveavor. These 
frighteneing f ' tics will continue to increase 
if we do not express 
greater commitment to 
research, education 
and communication to 
prevent HIV infection 
in our community.
If you think 
that you are invincible 
, you are wrong, If you 
think you are too 
young to get HIV, you 
are sadly mistaken. If 
you still think only gay white men get HIV, 
you are out of touch with reality. If you prac­
tice unsafe sex, you ar e not only placing your­
self in danger, but you are endangering the
Continued on page 14
1979-The first case of AIDS is identified 
in New York.
October 1982-The first case of AIDS
July 1982-The “gay man's disease" is 
officially termed AIDS.
1983-Scientists\ 







drug AZT for 
symtpoms.
April 1993-A Eun 
prescribing AZT 
has no evident 
January 1995-1 






Programs help students and faculty improve health
by Patricia Banks 
Health Vibe
"W" T "Tith the coming of the new year 
B ZB Z many people make reosultions 
By By to improve their health. The 
F r Spelman College Wellness, 
Leisure and Intramural Sports Program and 
the Health Services Department can adrress 
several of the health needs of students and fac­
ulty.
The Spelman College Wellness, Leisure 
and Intramural Sports Program
Activitis and services within this pro­
gram are targeted towards helping faculty and
Current and Future
§esuûce& ccnd Activities
♦ Aerobic and Stretching Center
♦ Strength and Toning Center
♦ The Sweat Shop
♦ Water Aerobics
♦ Open and Lap Swimming
♦ League Bowling
♦ Speed Walking With a Partner
♦ intramurais
students to live healthy lifestyles. As such, 
the varying components fosucs on exercise 
and stress relief. In addition, the program is 
designed to accomodate diffreent levels of 
fitness. "It's a broad based program so ev­
eryone can particpate," said program direc­
tor, Dr. Dorthy Richey
Through specific activities and cen­
ters participants can engage in moderate to 
intense physical activity. Within the "Sweat 
Shop" students and faculty can join funk, 
step or regular aerobics classes. During spe­
cial pool hours swimmers can swim at their 
convenience. Community members who 
want to engage in less formal compettive ath­
letics can form or join intramural sports 
teams, such as basketball, volleyball, and ten­
nis.
Within the "Aerobic and Stretching 
Center" students can use a rower, 
stairmasters, bikes, and streching mats. Still, 
some students are disappointed becuase of 
the Center’s limited eqipment. For example, 
there is only one treadmill. However, Dr. 
Richey is working to improve the facility. "I 
know that we need more equipment.but we've 
really developed," she said..
Expanded last semester the "Strength 
and Toning Center has free weights and other 
weight training equipment. On the equipment
individuals can build and tone several types 
of muscles. "I don;t use it [ the center] a lot, 
but I have gotten more toned", a junior said
At this time a program which will in­
volve speed walking through the campus with 
a partner is also being imlemented. After 
partiepants sign-in they can choose to walk a 
specific "loop" which will indicate the mile­
age to well-known destination like Buckhead. 
Later, league bowling will also be available.
The program also offers several per­
sonal services which can help faculty and stu­
dents augment their health. For example, on 
Thursdays a masseuse is available for stress 
relief."Prime Tee's or, personal trianers can 
also customize participants'workouts.




• Winter weather can prove to be 
devastating to the skin. During the winter 
thre is less water in the air. The result is 
drier, flakier skin. Switching from a lotion 
to a creme based mostorizer might be 
necessary to maintain healthy skin.
<_______________________ ________ _>
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Conference promotes sisterhood, self-empowerment
by RaShell Smith
Beyond the Gates
Spelman women are con­
stantly finding themselves speak­
ing up about and creating aware­
ness of women’s issues. Through 
group discussions and guest 
speakers, women find out­
lets for expressing their con­
cerns. Now, Allstate Insur­
ance Company gives them 
another avenue: The Afri­






can American women, this 
event is the nation's fore­
most Black women's em­
powerment conference.
Beginning April 4-6, at 
the Marriott City Centre in 
Oakland, CA, it will go on 
to visit Dallas, TX. June 13- 
15 at the Fairmont hotel; 
Chicago, IL, July 25-27 at 
the Downtown Marriott; At­
lanta, GA, August 14-16 at the 
Atlanta Hilton and Towers; and 
Philadelphia, PA, August 22-24 
at the Adam’s Mark.
The conference, which be­
gan in 1990 in San Diego, CA, 
usually attracts thousands of
women from across the nation who 
attend workshops, fitness classes, 
networking events and keynote 
functions featuring some of the 
nation’s most sought-after spokes­
women on Black female empow­
erment.
Susan L. Taylor, Editor-in-Chief, Essence Maria Dowd Carothers, President, 
PROMOTrends, Inc. and Executive Producer, AAWOT
This year’s conference will 
feature vocalist Gladys Knight; 
acclaimed poet/author Nikki 
Giovanni; author and talk show 
host Bertice Berry; and Editor-in- 
Chief of Essence magazine, Su­
san L. Taylor.
“We are proud to feature such 
dynamic women, who typically 
take a ‘can-we-talk-sister-to-sis- 
ter’ approach to delivering their 
messages of hope, self-determi­
nation and divine order,” states 
Maria Dowd Carothers,
AAWOT’ s creator and Executive 
Producer.
Taylor, of whom Carothers 
refers to as a national and interna­
tional icon, will only be present at 
the Dallas, Chicago, and Atlanta 
visits.
Anticipating Taylor’s pres­
ence as well as the other woman, 
Carothers states,” We look forwart 
to 1997 being a landmark year for 
African American Women on 
Tour.”
She goes on to reflect on
AAWOT’s beginnings. “My 
company, PROMOTrends, 
Inc. Produced it’s first con­
ference. Our goal was to 
bring sisters together to ad­
dress critical health, eco­
nomic and career issues that 
impact our lives. AAWOT 
educates and motivates 
Black women to take a pro­
active approach to address 
these issues.”
“Responding to the de­
mand nationwide,” she con­
tinues, "we began touring 
AAWOT in 1993 with a crew 
of ten. Over the past six 
years, we have successfully 
provided a forum for em­
powering and enchancing 
the quality of life for Black 
women, their families and 
communities through eco­
nomic intellectual and spiritual 
development.”
For more info, or group rates, 
contact African American Women 
on Tour, 3914 Murphy Canyon 
Road, Suite 216, San Diego, CA 
92123; 1-800-560-AAWT.
CLIMB HIGH FAST 
AS AN AIRFORCE 
OFFICER.
Bring your college degree to the Air 
Force. Then find out if you qualify for 
Officer Training School. You can 
become a commissioned Air Force offi­
cer following successful completion of 
Officer Training School. From the start, 
you’ll enjoy great pay, complete medi­
cal and dental care and 30 days of 
vacation with pay per year. And as an 
Air Force officer, you can enjoy profes­
sional growth and management oppor­
tunities Learn what it takes to qualify. 
Call





Take the first step to becoming a lead­
er in today’s Air Force. Put your col­
lege degree to work in the Air Force . 
Officer Training School. After complet­
ing Officer Training School you can 
become a commissioned Air Force 
officer with:
• great starting pay
• medical and dental care
• 30 days vacation with pay per year
• management opportunities 
Discover how far a career in the Air 
Fqrce can take you and what it takes 
to qualify. Call
AIR FORCE OPPORTUNITIES 
TOLL FREE 
1-800-423-USAF
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Continued from page 12
lives of our partners. If you say, 
"but he loves me, and I'm the only 
one so it's okay," realize thst more 
than 50% of women with AIDS 
in the United States are African 
American women. Many of these 
women who are now infected 
with this deadly virus might have 
thought the same thing. Is his 
"love" worth your life? If you be­
lieve, "Just this once won't hurt," 
you are at risk of joijning the other 
African American women who 
make up 85% of AIDS cases 
among women in Georgia. Sis­
ters, please don't contribute to the 
problem!
In order to reduce the in­
cidence of HIV in our community 
we msut use condoms correctly 
during all acts of sex. If you are 
uncomfortable discussing your 
partner's sexual history or insist­
ing that they use condoms, I sug­
gest that you seriously consider 
not having sex unitl you can. It's 
that simple. If you can't take care 
of your soul and body, then you 
have no business having sex.
We are in desperate need 
of education in our communities, 
beginning with our youth. The 
majority of children with AIDS in 
the United States are African 
American. It is no secret that our
teens are experiementing with 
drugs and other unsafe sexual ac­
tivity which place them at risk for 
pregnancy and sexually transmit­
ted diseases including HIV infec­
tion.
As college educated Af­
rican American women we are in 
a position to create change. Cur­
rently, insufficient funding and 
lack of Aftrican American re­
searchers contribute to the lack of 
informaiton concerning HIV/ 
AIDS prevention strategies in the 
African American population. As 
future doctors, scientists, educa­
tors, politicans, lawyers, and com­
munity activists, I urge you to
address the many social, legal, 
educational, and medical aspects 
of this disease.
Historically, Black 
women have assumed a major 
role in the care of our loved ones. 
We must continue this tradition 
and realize that AIDS is one of the 
most devastating crises facing 
African-Americans since slavery. 
We msut unite to protect our 
brothers and sisters from this 
deadly disease which is capable 
of devastating our community. 
By expereimenting with drug's, 
engaging in unsafe sex, and re­
maining silent we are only com­
plicating the problem.
Continued from page 12
Most activities take place 
within the gym and are either free 
or cost a small nominal fee. To 
learn more call 681-3643 ext. 
2203
Health Services Department 
Spelman communiy
members can also take care of 
their helath needs through this 
full-service department.
By appointment women 
can receive gynelogical exams by 
Dr. D. Ann Travis sand they can 
also obtain birth control pills free 
of charge.
If students or faculty feel 
ill they can utilize the walk-in 
clinic "We see anything that 
comes through the door, acute and 
subacute, " said Director Brenda 
Dalton.
The department also helps 
to facitliate health educaiton 
throughout the campus commu­
nity. Within the facility are sev­
eral educational brochures and the 
department sponsors forums on 
specifc health issues. This 
february they will sponsor a ses­
sion on sexually transmitted dis­
eases.
Although the department
offers these varied services some 
students feel uncomfrotable 
utlizing them. However, the de­
partment has made improve­
ments. For example, in the waitng 
room patients can now watch the 
"Better Health Network" and 
learn more about their perosnal 
health and general health issues.
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I guess my man won't mind if I give 
you my digits.
Check it out, 1 wonder it this guy really plays 
for the NFL or if he is just wearing the shirt to 
meet women, Dena, do you know the answer 
by any chance?
Come on baby take my hand. I don't want you to get hit 
crossing the street.
graduation I don't want to hear it!




Check out Rowkeena showing her 
pearly whites to the world at the 
Cabaret Party at the Swiss Hotel.
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ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK
SBiy OF AFRICA, FATHER OF A MM
The Essential Music of South Africa
South Africa's rich musical history reflected through 
traditional folk, jazz, pop and songs 
of protest and freedom
Includes Music From
Johnny Clegg and Savnka,
Hugh Masehela, African Jazz Pioneers 
and The Specials
Available At Your Favorite Record Retailer 
Or Call Musicsourse At 1-800-984-5465
©1996 Island Records Inc.. A PolyGram Company
